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If We Cultivate Reverence 


DR siieon should be taught to reverence and admire fine 
emotions. Courage, loyalty, devotion, love, unselfishness, charity, 
may be old-fashioned terms, but the qualities they name are as 
moving as ever when embodied in personalities. We are not 
afraid to admire personalities; why are we so shy of admiring the 
qualities that make them what they are? Appreciation brings 
with it the capacity for continued respect not only for individuals 
but for relationships, for marriage and parenthood, for the home 
as the place where these function. If we cultivate in our children 
reverence for fine emotions, reverence for beauty, reverence for 
life, outward observances will take care of themselves. That is 
why we despond when children must be brought up among sordid 
associates in ugly surroundings, with no chance to realize how 
interesting, beautiful, and worth while life can be. That is why 
we feel that living with our children, if we can make that life 
mean all it should, is the most genuine educative process.— 
LILLIAN M. GILBRETH (Cheaper by the Dozen) in Living With Our 


Children, just published by W. W. Norton & Co., New York. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Correspondent Favors Coordinated Program 





Priorty: To Children’s Needs 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

When one has become concerned about 
a problem, it is encouraging to learn that 
others—who are in a position to do some- 
thing—are also concerned. While I do not 
know what you mean by a “well-inte- 
grated and unified church program” (1952 
Objectives, OUTLOOK, Jan. 14) it is pos- 
sible that we are thinking along similar 
lines. 

As I talk with other parents, and as |] 
study, observe, and participate in church 
school programs and in church services, 
I am convinced that much more might be 
accomplished if ministers would again as- 
sume more direct responsibility for some 
phases of our religious education pro- 
grams. I am thinking particularly of the 
ways in which they could help parents 
and the children in our primary and junior 
departments, 

I am always thankful when I learn that 
still another church is adding an early 
service which usually starts at 9:00 or 
9:15 A, M. and lasts about forty-five min- 
utes. However, in the instances [ am 
familiar with the two services are prac- 
tically identical. What I wish though is 
that the earlier service would be more 
definitely coordinated with the church 
school program. At the present time the 
church school departments are having to 
attempt to provide the worship experi- 
ences that in an earlier day were provided 
for by the church service which the whole 
family attended. I still believe that wor- 
ship could be taught and experienced far 
more effectively in the sanctuary under 
the leadership of the minister, than it can 
ever hope to be taught and experienced in 
thé average church school department. 
Generally speaking, however, our church 
services at present are planned for adults 
rather than for children. 

My plea is that we add another service 
in which children’s needs are given prior- 
ity. 

HOPEFUL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 
Ecumenical City, U. S. A. 


Vacation Fund 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The Vacation Fund for Ministers in our 
church is now in its 39th year of opera- 
tion. During all this period friends of 
our ministers through their voluntary 
gifts have made it possible for hundreds 
of those with limited incomes to enjoy 
seasons of inspiration and physical re- 
newal at teh various conference centers 
of our church. Without this generous 
thoughtfulness many who bear heavy re- 
sponsibilities and share bravely the 
weighty burdens of their people would 
be denied any times when they themselves 
might turn aside and rest a while in order 
to carry on for a longer time their help- 
ful ministrations. 

On behalf of the Board of Managers of 
the fund, deep gratitude is expressed to 
all who have supported this venture so 
generously and so thoughtfully in the 
past. It is also my privilege to invite you 
to give your liberal support to this worthy 
endeavor. 

These are not easy days for those who 
labor conscientiously in the ministry, and 
often hearts become freighted with 
burdens which are heavy and grievous to 
be borne. Our ministers need to get away 
and lift up their eyes unto the hilis 
whence cometh our help. Many, of course 


ean afford the expenses entailed in such 
periods of release from responsibilities. 
There are many, however, who can not 
bear the cost of such needed resting. It 
is for these latter that the fund was 
started and has continued to function. 
Those whom the fund helps are selected 
carefully and only the truly deserving are 
ever aided. 

We hope that many who read, can and 
will help. Your check, be it large or 
small, will be received with deep grati- 
tude, and can be sent to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, 
Treasurer, The Vacation Fund, Montreat, 
N. C. Perhaps you may wish to send a 
gift this year in memory of a dear one, 
continuing in this manner the loving 
ministry of One gone on before, All gifts 
will be acknowledged and because of them 
a hundred or more ministers will be ap- 
preciative beneficiaries. 

WADE H. BOGGS, 

Chairman, The Vacation Fund. 
122 South Fourth Street, Room 410, 
Louisville 2, Ky. 


William Black Home, Montreat 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

A number of inquiries have been made 
about the William Black Home and the 
conferences at Montreat for the season of 
1952. As president of the Board of Trus- 
tees, Iam glad to state that the home will 
be open for guests from approximately 
the middle of June through the first week 
of September. Mrs. C. W. Maxwell, 2019 
Briarwood Road, Charlotte, N. C., is man- 
ager and makes all reservations. This is 
a home primarily for the Presbyterians of 
North Carolina, the Home Mission Workers 
of the state having priority. However, if 
reservations are not made by Presby- 
terians of the Synod by June 1, the man- 
ager has been instructed to grant reserva- 
tions to other guests after that date, So, 
Presbyterians of the Old North State, be 
sure to make your reservations before or 
by June 1; the sooner, the better, as ap- 
plications for reservations are now pour- 
ing in. 

On behalf of the Board, 

E. E. GILLESPIE. 

Greensboro, N. C. 


Columbia Institute 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The anual Town and Country Pastors’ 
Institute will be held at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary Monday-Friday, May 19- 
23. There will be in attendance approxi- 
mately 75 pastors from the Synods of 
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
and Mississippi. 

Dr. Arthur Wentworth Hewitt, widely 
known rural pastor and author of several 
books on Rural Church and Rural Life 
will be the chief lecturer on the Work of 
the Rural Church. Dr. R. T. L. Liston, presi- 
dent of King College, Bristol, Tennessee, 
will deliver the annual Smyth lectures 
during the week. Other leaders will be 
Dr. C. Morton Hanna of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, Dr. William B. Jones, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, Rev. C. J. Matthews, Zachary, 
Louisiana, and Rev. Bob S. Hodges of De- 
catur, Georgia. 

Ministers nominated by their Presbytery 
Church Extension Committees will be in- 
vited. However, if there are others who 
are interested in attending, please write 
the undersigned. 

JAMES M. CARR. 
605 Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Vacant Churches (Contd.) 

NOTE: 
churches (i. e., without pastors) listeq 
here Feb. 25, the following ones haye 


In addition to the vacant 


been reported, showing number of 
churches in groups—as, (2), and total 
membership: 


APPALACHIA: Asheville — Hazelwood- 
Bethel (2), 143; Old Forest, 185; Franklin, 
137. 

LOUISIANA: Louisiana — Lake Charles 
First, 604; Opelousas (2), 139; Jackson- 
Baker (2), 71; Abbeville, 109. 

NORTH CA ROLIVN A: Albemarle— 
Howard Meml., Tarboro, 461; Cobb Meml. 
and Johnson Meml., Tarboro, 177; North 
Wilson, 95; Wanoca, Washington, 100; 
Neuse Forest, New Bern, 159. 

Fayetteville—Lumberton, 684; Jack- 
son Springs, 268; West End, 126; Lilling. 
ton (2), 307; Summerville (2), 120; Churen 
in the Pines, 142; Bunnlevel (2) 210; Sardis 
(2), 189; Sunnyside, 182. 

OKLAHOMA: Durant — Mahota Meml., 
Marietta, 119; Bromide, 31, 

SNEDECOR: Central A la bam a—Nv 
vacancies. 

WEST 


VIRGINIA: Bluestone—Mullens, 
204. 





THE FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER 





A Neighbor Fell 


And who is my neighbor? 
Jesus replied, A man... fell.—Luke 
10:29-30. 


We all know in our hearts, as did the 
Bard of Avon in Henry IV, 

“T must live among my neighbors.” 

But then the imperious question 
arises, ‘‘Who is my neighbor?” 

Is it the family in the next apart- 
ment? We hardly see them all week. ls 
it the family in the big house across the 
street? They seem to move in a different 
social set. 

This story of Jesus, as clear as 4 
mountain pool on a sunny day, main- 
tains that our neighbor is any life that 
has fallen into trouble when we are in 
a position to help. Any life, of any na- 
tion, of any color, of any creed. 

To the strict Jew, like the lawyer 
who had asked Jesus the question, 4 
Gentile was not a neighbor; he was 4 
foreigner. The rabbis said, ‘‘If a Gentile 
fall into the sea you need not take him 
out, for he is not thy neighbor.” 

Jesus said just the opposite. You help 
wherever you meet pain or trouble oF 
sorrow or injustice. This makes every 
life on earth our potential neighbor, if 
that life needs the wheat or the money 
or the clothing or the word of faith that 
we can share. 

Let us pray: Help us, O God, to know 
our neighbor when he needs us, and 
answer for his sake, and our sake, ald 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

—CARL HEATH KOPF in The Fellow 
ship of Prayer, 1952. Copyright. Spon- 


sored by the Department of Evangelism, 
National Council of Churches. 
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MILLIKAN CALLS RELIGION, 


SCIENCE ‘‘SISTER FORCES’’ 


Lindsay, Cal. (RNS)—The Christian 
Church is ‘“‘unquestionably the greatest 
social institution in the country, Robert 
A. Millikan, world-famous physicist and 
Nobel Prize winner, said here. 

Addressing a local Methodist group, 
Dr. Millikan, chancellor of the Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology, said the 
church is the great dynamo responsible 
for “pumping into human society the 
spirit of altruistic idealism.” 

“It is certainly,’’ he said, ‘‘the first of 
two essentials to human progress. But 
it is not the only one nor can it attain its 
full measure of effectiveness without 
support from the other, which I have 
called the spirit of science, of 
knowledge. 

“Religion and science, in my analysis, 
are the two great sister forces which 
have pulled and which are pulling man- 
kind onward and upward. The two are 
necessarily related.”’ 


USA PRESBYTERIANS HAVE 
BUDGET OF $19,000,000 


Philadelphia (RNS)—A _ budget of 
$19,086,000 for 1953 was recommended 
to the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, by the denomina- 
tion's General Council which met here. 

The General Assembly will hold its 
164th annual sessions in New York, 
May 22-28. 

Included in the proposed operating 
figure is a church benevolence budget of 
$13,500,000 and a woman’s budget of 
$3,000,000. 

The General Council reported an in- 
crease of $690,911 in benevolence 
receipts from churches for 1951 over the 
preceding year. The 1951 total was 
$10,979,126, which does not include 
receipts from women’s organizations. 

It was reported that a special appeal 
for $100,000 by Harrison Ray Anderson 
of Chicago, Moderator of the General 
Assembly, for relief of flood-stricken 
churches in Kansas and Missouri, had 
been over-subscribed by about $25,000. 

The General Council voted to com- 
mend the work of cooperating Protes- 
tant churches which have brought more 
than 53,000 displaced persons to Amer- 
ica through their resettlement program 
administered by Church World Service. 
An additional 30,000 have been resettled 
through the National Lutheran Council. 

The Presbyterian Church, USA, com- 


pletely filled its quota, resettling 6,000 
DPs, 


Committees on Union Optimistic 
Assemblies of 1952 Will Get Reports Indicating Agreement on Plan 


Assembly committees appointed to 
work out plans of Presbyterian union 
for three bodies met recently in Cin- 
cinnati to draw up their agreements to 
be reported at coming meetings in May 
and June. These committees, from 
Presbyterian, U. S., USA, and United 
bodies, left Cincinnati with feelings of 
enthusiasm and optimism. Great pro- 
gress, they feel, has been made in the 
past twelve months, with the entrance 
of United Presbyterians into the nego- 
tiations, and with the decisive steps 
which the UPs have taken (OUTLOOK, 
Dec. 31, Jan. 7: A vote by presbyteries 
favored the step 42-4; total presbytery 
vote, 852-193). 

The respective Assemblies will be told 
that the committees have reached defi- 
nite agreement on the plan in general; 
that it was not possible to have the re- 
vised plan ready for presentation this 
year but that it may be expected by or 
before the time of Assembly meetings in 
1953. Whether a vote is to be asked 
on the union at that time is not being 
indicated. 

Members of the committee indicate 
that the U. S.-USA plan of reunion was 
used as the basis for the plan for the 
3-way union, but that many modifica- 
tions of this plan have been made. 


The committees feel that one of the 
most significant recommendations they 
are presenting to their Assemblies calls 
for a joint effort by the three churches 
through their corresponding boards in a 


nation-wide program of evangelism and 
stewardship. 


Each of the churches has a program 
which is now being concluded—the USA 
New Life Movement, the United Presby- 


terian Evangelistic Crusade, and the 
U.S. Program of Progress. The Assem- 


blies, therefore, will be asked to ap- 
prove a cooperative, nationwide venture 
and to have their respective boards 
work out the details and project the 
program. 


It was also agreed to erect a three- 
church committee on comity in order to 
implement principles long-ago agreed 
upon in the establishment of new work 
with reference to fields already occupied 
by Presbyterian groups. 

The committees also looked 
favorably upon a plan for a mass ex- 
change of perhaps 500 ministers he- 
tween the churches for series of serv- 
ices. Such a plan was proposed at the 
Orlando Assembly last June by the USA 
fraternal delegate, Allan M. Frew, now 
of First church, Detroit. 


three 


Work of Korea Missionaries Praised 


Ambassador to Washington Stresses Deep Friendship 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—The work 
of American missionaries is almost 
solely responsible for the historic friend- 
ship which has existed between Korea 
and the United States, Korean Am- 
bassador You Chan Yang declared in an 
address here. 

‘“‘We people of Korea were the origi- 
nal isolationists,’’ he said. ‘‘We didn’t 
like war, we didn’t like the strangers we 
associated with war, so we retired with- 
in our beautiful peninsula and put out 


‘No Admission’ signs. We had three 
uninterrupted centuries of complete 
peace.” 


However, Ambassador Yang said, in 
the early 1880s “you good people de- 
stroyed Korea’s isolationism.” 

“Now I'll smile as I tell you this,” 
he continued. ‘You came calling on us 
with gunboats. We wigwagged to you 
not to come ashore and we may have 
fired a few antique cannon shots in your 
direction. We really did want to be 


alone. By way of reply, your naval 
squadron bombarded our ancient forts, 
smashed them into smithereens, and 
you come ashore anyway.” 

Then, said the ambassador, the Ameri- 
cans said they wanted to sign a treaty 
of friendship with the Korean nation. 

“Now I submit, and I think you will 
agree, that that hardly seems to be the 
way to make friends and influence peo- 
ple,” he said, “but we did become 
friends after all and have remained 
staunch friends to this day.’’ 

“The reason is that your missionaries 
came,” he declared. 

The ambassador said that Korea owes 
its belief in democracy and the dignity 
of man to the influence of missionaries, 
teachers and physicians who came to 
the country. 

“That belief in democracy has made 
it impossible for us to submit to 
Communism,” he said. 














SOUND SYSTEM—tThe Presbyterian Church of St. Andrew and St. Paul in Mon- 
treal boasts complete sound reproduction equipment ( (see below). 
ing the master control panel, are, left to right: John Bradley, sound engineer for 
the church; C. Ritchie Bell, professor of pastoral theology, Presbyterian College, 
Montreal; and Charles H. Schmitz, New York, educational director of the Depart- 
ment of Broadcasting and Films, of the National Council of Churches.—RNS Photo. 


Here, examin- 


Church Has Full Sound Equipment 


Montreal (RNS)—One of this city’s 
leading churches has shown the way to 
all the others in its use of modern sound 
reproduction equipment for all phases 
of the church program. 

It is the Presbyterian Church of St. 
Andrew and St. Paul, one of the stately 
“cathedral” churches of the Canadian 
metropolis. Two years ago it installed 
a “sound room”’ and equipped it with 
thousands of dollars worth of 
equipment. 

Instruments include a large master 
control panel on which the 13 micro- 
phones in the chancel and five others in 
other parts of the church can be 
switched on or off. The volume of 
sound entering each can also be con- 
trolled and measured on the panel. 


Speakers in Every Room 


A standing control panel contains 
switches for each of the 20 sound out- 
lets or ‘‘loud speakers’’ located in every 
major room in the building and through- 
out the chancel. Sach one can be 
“tuned in’ separately, in groups or all 
at once. 

A commercial-type recorder, such as 
broadcasting stations use, is part of the 
equipment for recording entire services. 
These are often played later for shut- 
ins and hospital patients. 

The choir can use the tape recorder, 
singing in the chancel and having their 
voices recorded in the sound room, 
which is located high up along one side 
of the church overlooking the chancel. 

Because of the large number of micro- 


phones located in the chancel, repro- 
duction is remarkably faithful. 

The nave is equipped with perma- 
nently-installed wires under the floor, 
to which hearing aids can be attached 
in any pew, upon request. The sound 
coming from the chancel, whether from 
the pulpit, or from 30 feet in the rear at 
the Communion table, is brought force- 
fully to the attention of the person using 
the aid. 


Direct Lines to Shut-ins 


From the sound room are also con- 
trolled a number of leased telephone 
wires leading to homes of shut-ins. In 
these homes sound outlets have been 
installed. When services are in pro- 
gress, the shut-ins’ homes are “cut in’’ 
and the services are reproduced in the 
homes. 

An up-to-date commercial recorder 
player is used to play records directly 
onto the sound reproduction system, 
from which it is fed into any part of the 
church desired. Thus, a young people’s 
group need not carry the record player 
to its meeting room, but may merely 
give directions for the playing of records 
over a microphone to the sound engi- 
neer, and the records are played and 
heard over the outlet in their room. 

The intensity of the lighting in the 
nave and chancel is controlled from 
the sound room too. The lights can be 
dimmed or brightened constantly as the 
service progresses. The church also has 
private built-in lines to the 
radio station which broadcasts Sunday 


its own 


church services in this area. 

Special heating equipment keeps the 
room at a constant temperature for the 
sake of the delicate equipment. John 
3radley, sound engineer, is on the full- 
time staff of the church. 

Visiting the church recently, Charles 
H. Schmitz, of New York, educational 
director of the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission of the National Council of 
Churches, said that its sound system 
was one of the best he had seen any- 
where. 


Special Plane Rates 
Are Sought for Ministers 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Legisla- 
tion to permit airlines to grant free or 
reduced fare transportation to clergy- 
men is pending in both houses of Con- 
ress. 

Ministers have traditionally enjoyed 
such privileges on railroads. Congress 
recognized this in the Interstate Com- 
merce Act of 1887 which permitted rail- 
roads to continue offering special passes 
to clergymen. 

This has never been done in the case 
of airlines, although the Civil Aero- 
nautics Act of 1838 named _ several 
groups who might be the recipients of 
reduced fares, including physicians and 
nurses traveling to the scene of a dis- 
aster. 

Bills to add the words ‘‘ministers of 
religion”’ to this section of the act were 
introduced in the House by Rep. Victor 
Wickersham (D.-Okla.) (H. R. 6424) 
and Rep. Samuel K. McConnell, Jr. (R.- 
Pa.) (H. R. 6498), and in the Senate by 
Sen. Homer Capehart (R.-Ind.), and a 
bipartisan group of 15 senators (8. 
2592). Included among the sponsors are 
Chairman Edwin C. Johnson (D. Colo.) 
of the Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee, to which the bill has been re- 
ferred. 

Both House and Senate committees 
have requested the Department of Com- 
merce to give its views on the legisla- 
tion. 

Several attempts have been made in 
recent years to permit airlines to offer 
reduced rates to clergymen. However, 
the Civil Aeronautics Board and De- 
partment of Commerce have recom- 
mended against it on the grounds that 
many airlines receive government sub- 
sidies (in the form of mail pay) and 
therefore ought not to grant reduced 
fares to any class of persons. 

Should the pending bills be approved 
by Congress, there would be no compul- 
sion on airlines to grant reduced fares. 
They would merely receive legal per- 
mission to do so. 


Business Men Enroll in 
Church Ushers School 


Chadron, Neb. (RNS—HFighty-four 
business and professional men from 
eight towns in this area have enrolled 
in a church ushers school sponsored by 
the Chadron Ministers’ Association and 
Chardon State Teachers College. 
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@ Here is an important matter which demands more forthright treatment than 


it usually gets. It looks upon bogus institutions which award phony degrees as— 


The Underworld of American Education 


L.The ‘underworld’ of American 
education consists of so-called univer- 
sities, colleges, and schools that have 
no adequate buildings, no competent in- 
structional staffs, no well equipped lib- 
raries or laboratories, and no standing 
with reputable colleges. They are en- 
gaged in the “racket” of selling degrees 
and diplomas. Some make a pretense 
of having a few requirements, but it 
would appear that any person with the 
“fee” can meet these without difficulty. 


Il. In the New York Times of Feb- 
ruary 7, 1950, Benjamin Fine said: 
“More than 1,000 questionable or out- 
right fraudulent schools and colleges in 
this country are fleecing unsuspecting 
students of millions of dollars annually. 
At least 100 are nothing more than 
‘diploma mills’ where one can buy a 
bachelor’s degree for as little at $25 
and a high-sounding doctorate for less 
than $50.” 


Ill. Why does America tolerate an 
“underworld” of education? 


1. Because fraud in education has 
proved to be a profitable business for 
unscrupulous persons. 

2. Because there are some men and 
women who want to buy cheap degrees 
in order to deceive their employers or 
their associates by claiming degrees and 
credentials. 

8. Because many 
agencies and the representatives of 
reputable schools and colleges have 
tended to ignore the existence of the 
“underworld” in America education. 

4. Because the laws of most states 
governing schools and colleges are sc 
lax that it is possible for racketeers to 


standardizing 





*For some time a standing com- 
mittee of the National Education 
Association has been a Committee 
on Fraudulent Schools and Col- 
leges. J. B. Edmonson, whose ar- 
ticle appears on this page, is 
chairman of that committee. Mr. 
Edmonson is a professor in the 
School of Education at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 
bers, 


Two mem- 
representing the American 
Association of Theological Schools, 
on the committee are Robert 
Worth Frank and Charles Lynn 
Pyatt. The article by Mr. Edmon- 
Son reveals some of the commit- 
tee’s work to date and, with its 
request for advice, some of its ob- 
Jectives. 











MARCH 24, 1952 


By J. B. EDMONSON* 
e 


operate in the field of education. 


IV. Some examples of fraudulent 
schools. 

1. In an article entitled “Degrees for 
Sale’”’ in the Journal of the National 
Education Association of April, 1949, 
William L. Pencke described one school 
as follows: ‘“‘A Far-Western ‘college’ 
sold a number of courses in academic 
subjects, but its best-selling number 
was the degree of doctor of divinity. 
After some pressure, it added ‘Exten- 
sion’ to its name. After all, it had ro 
facilities of any sort. Its manager, di- 
rector of education, and chairman of 
the board was operating the college 
from a desk in one corner of an office in 
a down-town office building. In spite 
of that fact, its perpetually traveling 
director of the divinity department in- 
sisted on leaving out ‘Extension’ on the 
diplomas. It seemed to hamper the sale 
of degrees.” 

2. In February 9, 1950, the following 
news item appeared in a newspaper in 
a small town in a mid-western state: 
“Rev. pastor of the First 
Baptist Chureh of «.......26.25 was in- 
formed this week that he had made a 
score of 100 on his final test to qualify 
him for the title of Doctor of Divinity. 
A graduate of The College of Devine 
Metaphysics of ........ I is om oa 
lacked some fourteen weeks of resident 
work, and through the Church Exten- 
sion Board was allowed to complete his 
course with 58 weeks’ correspondence 
work.”’ 

8. In the issue of Time of December 
12. 1949, there was an account of the 
fraudulent activities of Christian Theo- 
logical College of New York City. In 
the article it stated that the school had 
sold enough academic degrees to bring 
in at least $8,000 in two years. From 
the article it would appear that degrees 
would range in price from $1.25 to 
$100. 

4. A few years ago, a fraudulent school 
ealling itself ‘‘Peoples’ University” op- 
erated in Kansas City, Missouri. The 
school was housed on the second floor 
of a garage. The school sold the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity for $150. 


V. What harm, if any. is done by 


- fraudulent colleges? 


1. Some employers, church boards. 
and others are deceived by the holders 
of fraudulent degrees. 

2. Some, but not all, enrollees in gyn 
institutions are defrauded in money, 
time and hopes. 


3. The existence of fraudulent degrees 
tends to undermine the respect accorded 
earned degrees or honorary degrees 
from reputable institutions. 

4. Fraudulent schools that cultivate 
applications from foreign countries con- 
stitute a source of friction between 
those countries and the United States. 

5. The selling of fraudulent diplomas 
and degrees in the United States tends 
to discredit American degrees in foreign 
countries. 


VI. How can fraud in education he 
elim‘nated or better controlled? 

1. By stricter state laws governing 
the granting of licenses and charters to 
non-public institutions. A recent survey 
indicates that no state charter or license 
is required of new educational institu- 
tions in a third or more of the states. 

2. By greater insistence on honesty in 
the advertising of educational institu- 
tions. A recent report indicates that re- 
latively few states have the power to 
check on the advertising issued by 
schools and colleges, even the fraudu- 
lent ones. One shyster school recently 
advertised that its department of the- 
ology was approved by Selective Service, 
which claim was later denied by the 
nilitary authorities. 

4. By securing an order ‘‘to desist’’ 
against a fraudulent school, through the 
Federal Trade Commission. 

5. By insisting that those claiming ad- 
vanced degrees be required to submit 
evidence that the degree is from a repu- 
table institution. 

G6. By deepening the conviction of peo- 
ple that it is dishonest to use any kind 
of certificate, diploma or degree issued 
by a school that does not enjoy adequate 
recognition by the appropriate educa 
tional authorities. 


VII. How can national and state or- 
ganizations of churches help to end 
fraud in degrees in theology? 

1. By urging local and state boards 
to check the source of degrees claimed 
by applicants for positions. 

2. By encouraging state and national 
organizations to denounce fraudulent 
degrees in theology in resolutions and 
pronouncements. 

3. By encouraging clergymen to send 
letters and other materials relative to 
fraudulent schols and colleges to the 
Federal Trade Commission in Wash- 
ing-ton, D. C. 

In 1949 the Department of Higher 
Education of the N. E. A. initiated a 
program to expose and outlaw fraudu- 
lent schools and colleges and created the 
Committee on Fraudulent Schools and 
Colleges. The purposes of this Commit- 
tee are: (1) to make the public more 
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aware of the existence of fraudulent in- 
stitutions; (2) to encourage state edu- 
cation officials to assume more respon- 
sibility for outlawing so-called educa- 
tional institutions that give little real 
service to students; (3) to encourage 
the teaching profession to warn youths 
and adults against such unscrupulous 
institutions; and (4) to acquaint mem- 
bers of professional organizations with 
effective ways of outlawing unscrupu- 
lous institutions. 

Among the questions on which the 
N. E. A. Committee would welcome ad- 
vice are the following: 

1. Are there any serious threats to 

reputable theological seminaries or to 
American churches from worthless de- 
grees in theology? 
' 2, Would it be feasible to secure sub- 
stantial agreement among most of the 
church colleges and theological semi- 
naries on the basic requirements for de- 
grees in the field or religion? 

8. If state legislation is sought, what 
are some of the requirements that might 
well be included in laws governing in- 
stitutions that grant degrees in the field 
of religion? 

4. Would it be feasible and desirable 
to make it a serious offense for a person 
to use a degree in the field of religion 
that did not satisfy the requirements de- 
fined by associations of the reputable 
theological seminaries? 

5. Could the 
seminaries develop ways and means of 
eliminating fraudulent degrees in the 
field of religion without the help of 
state educational authorities? If so, 
how? 

The members of the Committee on 
Fraudulent Schools and Colleges are: 
James B. Edmonson, dean, University 
of Michigan School of Education, chair- 
man; J. M. Godard, executive secretary, 
Commission on Higher Education, Sou- 
thern Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schools, Queens College (Char- 
lotte, N. Car.); and John F. White, 
dean, Illinois Institute of Technology. 
Working with the committee are Edgar 
Fuller, executive secretary, National 
Council of Chief State School Officers; 
Frank W. Hubbard, director, NEA Re- 
search Division: William L. Pencke, 
trial attorney for the Federal Trade 
Commission; and John Dale Russell, di- 
rector, Division of Higher Education, 
Office of Education, FSA. The commit- 
tee also receives valuable assistance 
from Ralph McDonald and J. L. Me- 
Caskill, of the Department of Higher 
Education of the National Association. 


reputable theological 


Persons concerned with eliminating 
shyster educational practices and fake 
certificates and fraudulent degrees can 
help by bringing their suspicions of 
frauds to the attention of the Federal 
Trade Commission of Washington, D. C. 
Copies of letters, advertising, or cata- 
logues may be sent, and the staff of the 
commission will make the needed inves- 
tigations without involving the infor- 
mant. 
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George Washington Carver 


SLAVE became one of the 

world’s greatest agricultural 

scientists. His mother was 
known simply as Mary and he 
never knew his father. He had 
no name of his own, so he was 
called by that of the man who 
owned his mother, old man Carver. 
In order to have a middle initial he 
used W, which he said might as 
well be for Washington. Thus he 
became known to the world as 
George Washington Carver. 

Before his death in 1943 he had 
brought incalculable benefits to the 
farmers of the South through his 
discoveries, especially new uses for 
peanuts, sweet potatoes, pecans. 
But he arrived at the pinnacle of 
distinction the hard way. In baby- 
hood he had been kidnapped with 
his mother by slave-thieves. He 
was rescued, but his mother was 
never heard of again. Emancipa- 
tion had now come and the little 
black boy was free. Until he was 
ten he stayed on the old Carver 


God’s Living Letters 


They Said 


Here are continued items of in- 

terest and significance which ap- 

peared in these columns during 
1951. 


ae 
‘‘How Oft WouldI...”’ 


If you are a partner with Christ in 
his church, then you have a date with 
him every Sunday; and if there is any- 
thing of honor left in you, you will keep 
that date no matter how much work you 
have at the office, no matter what con- 
vention is in session, no matter how 
hard the rain is falling outside. Every 
true minister sees his men cracking up 
and going to the hospital and remembers 
Christ’s words at Jerusalem, ‘‘How oft 
would I have gathered thee into the 
house of God where thou mightest have 
found the Great Physician, and ye would 
not—-ye would not.’’-—JOHN A. RED- 
HEAD, reported here from the Nash- 
ville Men’s Convention, Nov. 19. 

* os 


What Can I Do? 


You see a condition in your own 
community which prevents some 
child, white or black, having an 
opportunity for a good life. Per- 
haps your city is cursed with slum 
areas .... You ask, “Well, what 
can I do: I do not own the prop- 
erty. It is not my affair.’’ Are you 


place in Missouri. Then he wan- 
dered through Missouri, Kansas 
and Iowa, maintaining a meager 
existence and grasping every oppor- 
tunity to acquire an education. 

At twenty-six he was admitted 
to Simpson College and the next 
year transferred to Iowa State Col- 
lege in order to equip himself for 
service among his people in the 
South as an agricultural expert. 
He made a notable record as a 
student and upon graduation was 
appointed assistant in botany. 
Then, in 1896, he went to Tuskegee 
Institute in Alabama, where he re- 
mained throughout his disting- 
ished career. 

Success stories are common in 
the United States, but few of them 
can equal in dramatic appeal the 
record of this Negro boy, born of 
a slave mother, frail in health, ac- 
quainted with privation, struggling 
for an education, until he becomes 
one of the great benefactors of the 
human race. 


by Kirby Page 


Something! 


not precisely following the tech- 
nique of the priest and the Levite 
who passed the wounded man on 
the other side?—H UN TER B. 
BLAKELY. 


« * - 


Loyalty to a Tradition 


What, after all, is the best way to be 
loyal to a tradition? Is it by perpetua- 
ting, totally unchanged, the letter of 
the tradition, or by projecting the spirit 
of it into forms adaptable to the con- 
temporary scene? The framers of our 
own Confession were not merely per- 
petuating the past. They were seeking 
to conserve all the values of the past, 
but to add to them what gains growing 
knowledge and experience produced, 
and to state them in a form which 
would come to grips with the issues of 
their time. We can be true to them only 
by keeping alive that pioneer spirit in 
our time.——-DONALD G. MILLER, Nov. 
19. 


Equalized Salaries 


This system (of equalizing the 
salaries of ministers) has the ad- 
tage of saving men from being vic- 
timized by a local situation, where 
a congregation either is unable or 
unwilling to pay an adequate sal- 
ary. It also removes the economic 
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factor from consideration in ac- 
cepting calls and helps to eliminate 
competition for the larger pulpits. 
DONALD G. MILLER, Nov. 19. 
* * os 
Church and Economics 


No one who thinks the church ought 
to confine itself to the ‘‘simple’”’ gos- 
pel and leave economic questions to 
economists, can be very well acquainted 
either with the New Testament or with 
the Presbyterian Church. Whether you 
approach the Bible from the angle of the 


Any 


Why do so many of our prayers 
seem to be unanswered? 


DR. MILLER: Iwould say three 
things concerning that. First, some- 
times No is an answer as well as Yes. 
True prayer involves not just what I 
want done but what God wants done, 
and true prayer involves praying in the 
name, or the nature, of Jesus. There- 
fore, if I should ask for something 
which is my will but not God’s, the 
only fair answer he could make is No, 
and my prayer is answered even though 
I do not get what I want. Second, the 
answer to my prayer may be delayed. 
For example, Jesus told us to pray, Thy 
kingdom come. Men have been praying 
that for hundreds of years now, and the 
Kingdom has not fully come yet, but we 
believe it will. These all died in faith, 
we are told about the Old Testament 
worthies, not having received the pro- 
mise. Therefore, the answer to my 
prayer may be coming, but may be de- 
layed quite beyond where even I shall 
ever see its answer, but it may nonethe- 
less be answered. Third, it may be im- 
possible for God to answer my prayer 
even though it should be his will. God 
is hindered in doing a great many 
things in the world that he would like 
to do. Even Jesus could do no mighty 
works in one place because of the unbe- 
lief of many people; and when Jeremiah 
went to complain to God about how 
badly he felt over a certain situation, 
God replied, “If you feel badly, how 
much worse do you think [| feel.’’ God 
never coerces men. He wills many things 
that do not come to pass, and therefore, 
God, too, may be struggling, as we 
struggle with him, to answer prayers 
which he cannot answer, at least at pre- 
sent. 

* * * 
Why should we pray for people 
when God knows all about them? 


DR. HENDERLITE: One of the very 
truest things we know about God, it 
seems to me, is that he does know what 
we need and that we cannot tell him 
anything that is news to him. Another 
of the great pieces of information we 
have is that God cares. We do not pray 
to tell God anything, as the question 
indicates, and we certainly do not pray 
to beg him to help people. God is far 
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Eighth Commandment, or from Jesus’ 
parables, you find it has much to say 
about property. Our larger Catechism 
has some quite definite things to say 
about it.—K. J. FOREMAN, Nov. 19. 

. * * 


Congregation and Salaries 


The congregation which calls a man 
of God to minister to it should realize 
first of all that if this man is to devote 
his time and his mind and his talent 
exclusively to the work of the Kingdom, 
it is necessary that his mind be free or 





A new feature which will be 
of help and interest to OUT- 
LOOK readers offers answers to 
widely felt questions about the 
Christian faith and life. Taken 
from a live radio program, they 
will appear transcribed here 
from time to time. Questions 
from OUTLOOK readers. will 
also be considered for submis- 
sion to the panel. Replies here 
are given by: Donald G. Miller, 
professor of New Testament, Un- 
ion Seminary in Virginia; Ra- 
chel Henderlite, professor of re- 
ligious education, Assembly's 
Training School; and W. Mclfl- 
waine Thompson, Union Semi- 
nary’s professor of ethics. 











more concerned about the people we 
would pray for, than we can possibly 
be ourselves. You remember, Jesus said 
that the very hairs of our head are 
numbered, meaning that we do not have 
to tell God anything about ourselves or 
others. Jesus also said that if God is 
watching over the sparrow which you 
sell two-for-a-nickle, he is much more 
concerned about us. When we pray we 
are not trying to tell God or beg God. 
Actually we are taking people, with 
ourselves, into the presence of God. 
Most of us are inclined to forget how 
close the bond is between God and man, 
and that God works through people 
when he works in the world. When we 
pray to God, we are not giving him in- 
formation. We are opening our hearts 
to him so that we can be channels for 
his power. We are giving ourselves to 
God again so that we can make it pos- 
sible for him to release us in his ser- 
vice. And we are bringing this brother 
of ours, this one who needs God, closer 
to God and closer to ourselves at the 
same time. It is not possible for us, T[ 
think, to trace the channels of spiritual 


power, but we can know that God works . 


through the relationship of one man to 
another and to himself. 

The greatest privilege that a human 
being has—a privilege that is his be- 
cause he is a human being and not a 
little dog—is the privilege of coming to 


all material worries and financial pro- 
blems. To this end, a congregation call- 
ing a minister should take into consid- 
eration the cost of living in the com- 
munity, the size of the minister’s family 
and the ability of that congregation to 
furnish sufficient honorarium to enable 
the minister to live as the congregation 
would like for him to live within the 
community and to enable the minister to 
devote his entire energies to the work 
of the Kingdom.—GLENN A. RAILS- 
BACK, Nov. 26. 


Questions? 


God in prayer himself and of bringing 
his friends in need. 


& * * 


Do prayers really help sick peo- 
ple? 


DR. THOMPSON: Presumably, this 
question takes for granted the exis- 
tence of God and the general efficacy 
of prayer. If so, it really raises two is- 
sues. First, is God able to help sick peo- 
ple? and second, is God willing to do 
so? 

To the first of these, whether God is 
able to help sick people, let me suggest 
an answer along two lines, one rather 
rational, the other scriptual. First of 
all, in these days of talk about psycho- 
somatic medicine, all of us recognize the 
importance of a man’s own spirit in the 
health of his own body. More than that, 
we are increasingly aware of the im- 
pact of another person’s spirit upon a 
man’s spirit, especially in the light of 
studies in so-called para-psychology, 
made famous by Dr. Rhyne, of Duke 
University, and others. Now, if we be- 
lieve so readily that a man’s spirit has 
tremendous impact upon the health of 
his own body, and that the spirit of one 
person has tremendous impact upon the 
spirit of another person, how much 
more readily may we believe that the 
Spirit of God has a tremendous impact 
for healing every one of us. Secondly, 
and scripturally, the Bible abounds with 
illustrations of just this, of persons be- 
ing made whole, in spirit and body, by 
the power of God, in some cases accord- 
ing to their own faith, in other cases 
according to the faith of family or 
friends. Certainly, there is no reason to 
doubt whether God is able to heal. 

As to the second issue, whether God 
is willing to heal the sick, Scripture 
speaks very clearly. Matthew 8:17 in- 
terprets the atonement to mean phy- 
sical healing. Such embarrassingly 
emphatic promises of God’s power as 
are given in Matthew 18:19-20 and 
John 14:12-14 cannot be divorced from 
healing. More than this, Jesus calls 
God, Father. A father surely uses all his 
resources for the entire well-being of his 
children. 

Finally, actual experience in prayers 
for sick people confirms, again and 
again, all that is said above. 
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THE DEGREE BUSINESS 


Such unsavory 
brought to light on pages 5 and 6 are 
all too frequent. The National Educa- 
tion Association has a strong commit- 
tee, with representatives of the accred- 
iting agency of theological seminaries, 
investigating what can be done to dis- 
courage fraudulent practices in granting 
and securing degrees. 

The article by Mr. Edmonson de-- 
serves careful reading. There are im- 
portant suggestions which he and the 
committee make which should be fol- 
lowed. There are some deeper consid- 
erations which the committee may have 
considered beyond its province, or else 
was too timid to suggest. 

The “Why?” is an important question 
to ascertain about almost any problem. 

Why do these phony institutions en- 
gage in this business? Because there is 
a market for their product. But why is 
there a market? Why do some men feel 


exposures as_ those 


so much pressure, why do they feel so 
inadequate, as to seek to overcome their 
deficiency by appending what they know 
very well is a fake decoration? 
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Look at two sources of the pressure: 


(1) Other ministers who have such 
honors make those who do not have 
them feel inferior. A like situation ex- 
ists on many levels of life between the 
haves and the have-nots, but there are 
doubtless some phases of this problem 
which are wholly unnecessary. Some 
men even with good degrees flaunt their 
honors and insist upon their being re- 
cognized. They call themselves ‘‘Doc- 
tor,”’ they print whatever degrees they 
have on everything that shows their 
name, they correct others who mis-call 
them—‘‘Doctor! Doctor! I got my de- 
gree at Siwash!”’ Their families are 
carefully schooled in the ‘‘proper’”’ term- 
inology. When they answer the tele- 
phone they tell you it is “‘Doctor Blank.” 
Moreover, they form a closed corpora- 
tion and meticulously “Doctor” those 
with claims to the distinction and just 
as meticulously ‘‘Mister” those who lack 
such claims. Three men secured mail- 
order degrees at about the same time. 
At the next meeting of their church 
court each paraded the degrees of the 
other two, insisting that the brethren 
give them the dubious recognition which 
they had just purchased, which was, to 
the disgust of their fellows, simply their 
own pitiful bid for prestige and recog- 
nition. 

Well, some may say, why not accord 
the honors? Other groups do it. True 
enough. The Military is loaded with it 
ribbons, decorations—and Rank! Don’t 
make a mistake in those circles. Plenty 
of groups do it, but that does not im- 
press us as good practice for men of 
faith—the Christian faith. 

There are some groups, which we pre- 
fer to emulate, like professors at many 
good colleges and universities, who put 
every man on the ‘‘Mister’’ basis. 

(2) Another source of 
from churches. They, too, 
tige; they may feel inconspicious, inad- 
equate, uncertain 


pressure is 


want pres- 


so they get a ‘‘Doc- 
tor’’ and the prestige rises, because no- 
body, or practically nobody (until you 
compile a Ministerial Directory), cares 
much about where the honorable title 
came from. 

One such church needed a pastor— 
plus the prestige. The pulpit committee 
took the Assembly’s Minutes, ran down 
the list of names until it came to the 
man who lived nearest who possessed 
the necessary appendage, called him, 
and everything apparently was lovely. 

When men who feel their own inade- 
quacy, who can’t seem to get a call, see 
this sort of thing being done, it is no 
wonder that, in their weakness, some of 
them fall. This is no exeuse for such 
failure, but it may help to explain it. 

Or, here is a strong church, with an 
ample benevolence budget. It may feel 
that it cannot afford to have a plain 
‘Mister,’ so it pulls the . necessary 
strings to have a college which looks to 
it for a good slice of its receipts to 
remedy their ministerial defect. That, 
too, increases the pressure which inade- 
quate men feel. 


Of course, we have implied that some 
institutions also contribute to this preg 
sure. The very system does it and 80 
long as we maintain the system we will 
doubtless have something of the pro. 
blem. 

There are some steps that can be 
taken, depending on the amount of 
courage all concerned may have: 

1—Ministers themselves can contri- 
bute to a better situation by using no 
such titles, either for themselves or 
others. One simple step would call for 
the elimination of all such from listings 
in the Assembly’s Minutes, and in re- 
cords of the proceedings of other courts, 
as other church bodies have done, Then, 
regardless of ‘“‘rank,’”’ they can address 
each other on the level of ‘Mister.” 
That is, if they have enough of what it 
takes! 

2—If they have more _ self-efface- 
ment, they can renounce all such dis- 
tinctions. Men can, and, of course, 
should, continue to earn degrees, but 
they don’t have to parade those degrees, 
(Did they seek the degree or what the 
degree ought to signify?) Then—again, 
if they have what it takes—they could 
decline all such honorary distinctions. 
That may seem radical, but hardly more 
than the New Testament—no Dr. Peter, 
or Dr. Paul, for instance, or other sup- 
erficial distinctions. 

8—Another approach, and a drastic 
one, would be to take all church institu- 
tions (for they are the ones the church- 
men control) out of the honorary de- 
gree business. Many an institution would 
rejoice to have this thorn in the flesh 
removed. 

4—Then, there are the steps called 
for in our feature article by Mr. Ed- 
monson. But 1-2-3 above, if such a far- 
fetched (!) program could be realized. 
would do much to solve the problem. 
Furthermore, unless we try to get at 
the roots of the difficulty, there is noth- 
ing much to do but go on chopping off a 
branch here and there. 


NEWS ITEM AND A QUESTION 


First an RNS news item; then a ques- 
tion: 


New York—Building loans totaling 
$225,800 were made to Protestant Epis- 
copal churches by the American Church 
Building Fund Commission during 
1951, the commission announced in its 
annual report. This figure, the report 
stated. is “almost double the amount 
normally expected to be available on the 
basis of scheduled repayment of current 
loans.”’ 

The commission said that on Feb. 29. 
1952, its permanent fund had grown to 
$1,047, 898, of which $1,016,256 was 
invested in loans to churches for build- 
ing and improvement purposes. 

In the seventy-one years of its exist- 
ence, the report said, the commission 
has aided in 3. 400 cases through loans 
aggregating $5,500,000 and gifts and 
grants in excess of $1,000,000. 


Now, the question: 

With restricted opportunities in some 
of our fields of responsibility and with 
earmarked funds which must eventually 
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pe used for those fields, isn’t there some 
way in which the Assembly could make 
fuller use of these benovolences which 
the church has contributed to various 
agencies by investing in some of the 
challenging areas in our midst? 

We have heard all the arguments 


against such loans and investments, but 
it still seems to us that we are overlook- 
ing the best kind of investment we 
could make, not only in an expanding 
church where people are today, but also 
in the resources which will be needed 
for tomorrow. 





CONVERSATION AFTER DARK 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Say not thou, What is the cause 
that the former days were better than 
these? for thou dost not inquire wisely 
concerning this.’-—Ecclesiastes 7:10. 


ANY YEARS AGO, the writer 
was the Invisible Man twice 
For one thing, he was a 
boy, or looked like one, and nobody 
notices boys. For another thing, he 
was only one of the Help. So, although 
he was on the inside of an open window 
right under the electric light, the visit- 
ing brethren on the screen-porch of the 
hostelry enjoying the cool of the evening 
paid him no more attention than the 
gnats. They spoke their minds freely 
and sometimes loudly, and the boy with- 
in arm’s reach could by no means be 
accused of eavesdropping. 

Now that they have gone to their re- 
wards it is no breach of confidence to 
report the substance of two of their 
conversations. 


over. 


NE was between two elderly gentle- 
men, both of whom were sons of 
slaveholders in the Old South. 

Their fathers had been good Christians, 
good Presbyterians no doubt. Their 
sons recalled their childhood in slavery 
times, and they agreed that in their 
families slaves had been treated in as 
Christian a way as possible. They had 
all had a chance to read and write, they 
were in some sense members of the 
family. Christian marriage among them 
was encouraged; slave families were 
never divided. The slaves had security, 
they were treated firmly, of course, but 
with sincere kindliness, and they re- 
paid it with loyalty. When the war 
came on, it was the slaves who carried 
on in the absence of their masters, with 
hever a hint of rebellion. The grave 
grey gentlemen, recalling the old days, 
agreed with each other that the lot of 
Slaves in their families, and their pros- 
pects, were better than the average lot 
and prospects of the same race at the 
time of the conversation. 

But then one of them began to remi- 
hisce about some other slave-holders up 
and down the same Valley. He named 
one and another, and recalled that on 
those farms things were different. The 
Slaves were driven to the limit, were 
treated no better than animals. So far 
from encouraging marriage, the mas- 
lers kept some of them for his own 
concubines. They had no 
about selling off any they 


scruples 
pleased, 
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whether related to one another or not. 

Then the other grey gentleman re- 
called that his saintly father likewise 
had had unsaintly neighbors. They 
finally arrived at the conclusion that in 
spite of their own fathers, the slave 
system had been a bad system, for it was 
at the mercy of the worst men who 
profited by it; and they agreed they 
were glad it was gone. 


HERE WAS ANOTHER conversa- 
tion, between a D. D. who had 
been a moderator of the church, 

and a younger man who was later ele- 
vated to the same honor—a clash of 
personalities if that screen-porch ever 
saw one. They were united by their 
common interest in the education of 
women, but they were united on that 
point alone. The older man believed 
in the kind of female education that was 
anproved in the British Empire about 
1850, one would say, education for the 
kind of life ladies used to live, the only 
kind of life (said the venerable brother) 
for which women are divinely intended. 
The younger man was speaking up for a 
kind of education which was then mostly 
theory in the South, but which we now 
see in our best church colleges for 
women—education for the kind of life 
which our daughters now take for 
granted. 

The two men hammered at it for a 
couple of hours, finally reaching the 
stage where logic was replaced by 
epithets (one recalls ‘‘radical’ and 
“old-fogy’’ meeting in mid-air). By 
this time, they realized it was time to 
go to bed, and so they did, each still of 
the same opinion with which he began. 


T WAS ALL very interesting to the 
Invisible Man. Is there any moral 
to be drawn for our own times from 

those long-past unscheduled debates? 
Well, one was drawn in advance by the 
sage called Ecclesiastes long centuries 
ago: “Say not thou, What is the cause 
that the former days were better than 
these? for thou dost not inquire wisely 
concerning this.” 

There is no past, however dead, how- 
ever bad, which cannot have something 
true and good said of it. 3ut to put a 
true value on the past, one must do 
more than remember its good. One 
must inquire into its evil also. Further- 
more, even if the past of an institution, 
past customs, past philosophies, were 
altogether good in their times (as none 


ever was), the practical question is not, 
Were they good for their times? but, 
Are they good for today and tomorrow? 


SOUND PHILOSOPHY of life will 

not discard all the beliefs, habits, 

attitudes, institutions of the past 
merely because they were in the past. 
Whatever was good in yesterday, or 
rather whatever there was in yesterday 
that is still good for today and to- 
morrow, we shall be wise to save and 
use. 

If a progressive mind turns away 
from any elements in the past, and 
discards them, it should only be for 
some good reason. One reason (as in 
the case of slavery) may be that the 
actual evil outweighed the real good; 
another (as in the case of women’s 
education) may be that new occasions 
teach new duties, and that what was 
good for all purposes which were possi- 
ble to bygone generations may not be 
good, but actually bad, for the larger 
purposes which a modern generation has 
arisen to understand. 

If Time can teach us no _ broader 
understandings than our forefathers 
had, then God has been speaking to us 
in vain. 


FROM PETER PARSON’S LOG... 


Julia said at lunch-time that most 
parsons’ sermons (could she have meant 
mine I wonder?) would be twice as ef- 
fective if they were half as long. ‘“‘And 
what is more,”’ she said, warming to her 
theme, “‘They would be three times as 
effective if the preacher cut out every 
mention of the two words, ‘great’ and 
‘thine.’ If a thing is great, why don’t 
you tell us how great it is, and just 
What thing you have in mind?”’ 


* * * 

At the Memorial Service (for George 
VI) this morning (Feb. 10) there was a 
large and deeply moved congregation. 
Such services can be a great strain but 
today we were all united in realizing we 
had lost not only a King but a great and 
good man, whose simple faith gave re- 
ality to our prayers. There was deep fer- 
vour in the singing of ‘God Save the 
Queen” and we gave thanks for her 
readiness for this great hour, prepared 
for it, as she is, both by her upbringing 
in a Christian home and by her happy 
marriage. 

* *x a 

. Nearly a fifth of my congregation 
is made up of women whose husbands, 
though nominally church members, 
never acompany them to church. Why 
is this? Ruling out the unattractiveness 
of the preaching (which they have never 
been along to sample), I advance the 
theory that most of these men have be- 
come impatient with religion because 
their wives have so tamed and domesti- 
cated it. It has become altogether too 
cosy and chatty, too linked up with the 
friendly cup of tea. 
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Kennon Is Greeted 


By Men’s Council 


Louisiana News Letter 


Members of the Presbyterian, US, 
Assembly’s Men’s Council, meeting re- 
cently in Atlanta, 
Louisiana's 
Governor, 


wired greetings to 

Democratic nominee _ for 
Robert F. Kennon. Judge 
Kennon, who won the nomination in the 
recent run-off primary, is a Presbyter- 
ian elder and was the first president of 
the Assembly’s Men's Council. He was 
named as a member of the Convention 
Committee which is planning for 10,900 
men for the churchwide meeting sche- 
duled for Atlanta October 22-24, 1954.* 

(*Correction: Plans for this conven- 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 


Character 


Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 


A splendidly trained 
Christian men and women. 
A good place for an investment 


R. B. PURDUM, President 
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LSU Chaplain Sees 
Change in Young People 

The “flaming youth” of the twenties 
has given way to a more serious-minded 
young person motivated by deep relig- 
ious impulses, says Leonard Nelson, 
chaplain of the Louisiana State Univer- 
ity Episcopal student center in Baton 
Rouge. An Episcopal youth leader since 
1936 and a World War II chaplain, Mr. 
Nelson said, “Statistics and incidents 
show that modern youth is more inter- 
ested in God, doctrine and church at- 
tendance”’ than were the youth of the 
past generation. Two-thirds of the Epis- 
copal students who are on the campus 
on Sundays attend services at the cen- 
ter, he said, while the others, for the 
most part, are active in their own par- 
ishes. He believes that the failure of 
humanistic and materialistic philoso- 
phies, the depression, World War II and 
“increased knowledge,” are responsible 
for the change. ‘‘They still know how to 
have a good time,” he said, “but the rah 
rah stuff on the whole is gone.” Mr. 
Nelson added that the “serious and 
hard-working GI students’ helped to 
pave the way for the change and pointed 
out that athletes at the university are 
among the ehureh workers. 
(RNS) 


active 


Southern Baptists Call 
To Day of Prayer 

Southern Baptists have been called 
upon to set aside Wednesday, March 26, 
as a day of prayer, by J. D. Grey of New 
Orleans, president of the Southern Con- 
vention. Stressing the ‘‘appalling condi- 
of the times, he urged that the 
day be spent in confession, repentance, 


tions” 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


TRAINING FOR 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President 








missions, and church music. 


General Assembly’s Training School 
Prepares for Christian service in religious education, Bible teaching, 
Offers bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 
Accredited by 
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, and 
American Association of Schols of Religious Education. 
HENRY WADE DuBOSE, President, 3400 Brook Road, Richmond 27, Va. 











KING COL 


Presbyterian @ Coeducational 


Fully accredited. Four-year liberal 


acre campus. 
sion. 


Intra-mural sports. 
Catalog and illustrated booklet 





Sound liberal education under vigorous 
arts, 
education. FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, 
(2) Academic, (3) Grant In Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
Dormitories. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


LEGE 


Founded 1867 


Christian influences. 
Sciences, business 


Summer ses- 
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and intercession. ‘‘The pall bearers that 
bore ancient Greece and Rome to their 
graves knock today at America’s door,” 
he said. “Only praying Christians cap 
turn the tide.’” He asked every Southerp 
Baptist church to observe the day in the 
manner it deems best, urging them to 
keep their doors open throughout the 
day and to arrange for around-the-clock 
prayer watches. (RNS) 


Church Gets Permission 
For School Rally in B. R. 

The East Baton Rouge school board 
has granted permission for the First 
Presbyterian church to use the Baton 
Rouge high school auditorium for a 
rally, thereby setting a precedent. In 
giving the permission, the board voted 
that “reputable organizations” may be 
granted the use of school auditorium 
facilities provided that responsibility is 
assumed for the protection of the prop- 
erty. Aside from facilities at Louis- 
iana State University, Baton Rouge 
school auditoriums are the only pub- 
licly-owned meeting places available fo 
large gatherings. (RNS) 


In the Presbyteries 

New Orleans: W. C. Easton, Jr., a for. 
mer member of the Napoleon Avenue 
church, just completing his work at 
Austin Seminary, began his work as 
pastor at Ponchatoula early in Febru 
Oe os cake Volume 1, Number 1 of the 
presbytery’s new _ quarterly paper, 
Soundings, appeared in January. 
Red River: W. L. McLeod has been in- 
stalled as pastor at First 
church, Shreveport ..... A large at- 
tendance marked the meeting of the 
Laymen’s Association at Alabama 
church late in February .... A new, 
and as yet unnamed, Presbyterian 
church in Monroe was given a charter 
Feb. 20. Services are being held in the 
assembly room of Northeast Louisiana 
State College. About 250 people have 


associate 
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Services three mornings 
each week stress spiritual 
values at Schreiner. 


SCHREINER 
Presbyterian Military College 


Andrew Edington, Pres. 
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signed the petition for the new church 
and a total of 300 is expected before 
the list is closed . . . . Louisiana: Rob- 
ert D. Earnest has been elected execu- 
tive secretary and central treasurer of 
the presbytery .... The $76,000 bene- 
yolence budget for the coming year in- 
cludes several thousand dollars for cap- 
ital improvements and _ building pro- 
grams in the home mission fields of the 
presbytery. 


Miscellany 

A Louisiana district court, late in 
January, upheld the conviction of five 
Jehovah’s Witnesses on charges of vio- 
lating an Alexandria anti-canvassing or- 
dinance . . . . Knights of Columbus in 
Louisiana have launched a move to 
place a plaque bearing the Ten Com- 
mandments in every school in the state 
_,,. Southern Baptist membership was 
reported recently as now totaling 7,- 
373,498—a net increase of 293,609 
(4.1%) for the year. The figures, com- 
piled in Nashville, were released at the 
New Orleans meeting of the church’s 
press association. Churches increased 
501 to a total of 28,289. Total contri- 
butions rose 13% to $222,838,109, or 
$30.22 per capita. Texas Baptists led in 





contributions and numerical _ gains. 
(RNS) 

E. D. HOLLOWAY 
Monroe. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Ben Rose Leads 
Davidson Services 

Ben Lacy Rose, Bristol, Va., pastor, 
led the recent spring services at David- 
son College, following the theme, ‘‘What 
Think Ye of Christ?” Discussion 
leaders during the week included Ray 





White, Winston-Salem; Albert B. 
McClure, Barium Springs; W. M. 
Fountain, Asheville; W. R. Smith, 


Buchanan, Va.; R. Murphy Smith, New 
Bern; in addition to leaders from non- 
Presbyterian churches. 


Maryville College Has 
George Sweazey as Leader 

Maryville College’s annual ‘‘Febru- 
ary Meetings’ were led this year by 
George E. Sweazey, New York, secretary 





A VIRGINIA INSTITUTION 


First and Merchants National Bank of 
Richmond is a Virginia institution in 
the truest sense—a bank with faith in 
the American ideal, and an 86 year 
record of increasing strength and pro- 
gress in service to Virginia and the 
South. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


“Virginia’s Foremost Bank Since 1865” 


Capital and Surplus $8,000,000 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Progress Report 


on the Foreman Book... 


The widespread and enthusiastic interest in Dr. Foreman’s book, FROM 
THIS DAY FORWARD (thoughts about a Christian marriage), continues to ex- 
press itself in a variety of ways. You will be interested. 


1. Southern Baptists are giving it quite a play just now. Their March 
Sunday School BUILDER (circulation: more than 1,819,000) carried a third- 
cover advertisement (gratis) resulting in orders pouring in from most of their 
35 bookstores across the nation. In addition, radio spot announcement, dis- 
plays and special promotions are telling Southern Baptists about it. 


2. Three young people’s magazines are (or soon will be) carrying the book 
in serial form: HIGHROAD (Methodist), YOUNG PEOPLE (American Bap- 
tist), STANDARD (Nazarene). 


3. The Brethren Church’s Gospel Messenger said this of the book March 8: 
“A splendid little book, written in a clear, penetrating, forthright fashion. It 
deals with each major section of the marriage ceremony, pointing out its Chris- 
tian significance. It is the kind of little book each minister would like to place 


in the hands of those contemplating marriage but still removed from the im- 
mediacy of it.” 


4. Readers of the Evangelical United Brethren Church’s BUILDERS (for 
EUB young people and Christian education workers, saw this in the Book Chat: 


Dear Builders Editor (Raymond M. Veh): 


What book would be helpful to give young couples to make theirs a 
Christian marriage? 


Dear Reader: (he wrote) 

A new book in this field is FROM THIS DAY FORWARD by Kenneth 
J. Foreman. This refreshing little book, which expresses in striking sim- 
plicity thoughts about a Christian marriage, is’ excellent to give to those 
contemplating marriage or to the newly married. It breathes the Christian 
joy in home-making. 


5. Lutherans are going all-out for the book-—advertisements (gratis) in 
two magazines, 5,000 fliers mailed to book customers, a catalog item. LUTH- 
ERAN STANDARD (with a hint to husbands) said: 


‘One of the very finest publications to put into the hands of couples who are 
about to be married or who are already married. . . If I were serving a con- 
gregation I would make use of this little booklet in connection with the mar- 
riages I performed. And as a husband, I want to say to my fellow-husbands, 
‘“‘Here’s a fine little brochure to give to your wife on your next wedding anni- 
versary. Give it to her . . and then the two of you read it together. 
back if you’re not blessed in the reading!”’ 
in! ($1, gift edition; $1.50, cloth.) 


Money 
And the Lutheran orders are coming 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS e¢ 1 North 6th Street @ Richmond 19, Virginia 
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nine days, plus interviews for four hours 
a day for five days, plus forum meetings 
and discussion groups. Song leader 
was John Magill, pastor of the Abington 
Presbyterian church, Abington, Pa., a 
Maryville graduate of 1939. 


Southwest IMC Conference 
Attracts Attendance of 100 
Approximately 100 delegates from 
theological schools of the Southwest met 
at Austin Seminary recently for the 
annual Interseminary Movement Con- 
ference, under the theme, ‘“‘All One Body 
We.”’ Worship during the meeting was 
led by the Episcopal students who are 
enrolled at Austin Seminary. . . . For 
the second successive year, Austin Semi- 
nary seniors flew to Atlanta and Rich- 
mond to visit Board and agency head- 
quarters and to meet official personnel. 
Toddie Lee Wynne, Dallas’ business 
man, again provided his own plane for 
the four-day trip. 


Columbia Choir Tours 
South Carolina Churches 

Columbia Seminary’s choir recently 
toured South Carolina, singing in ten 
churches and in schools and institutions 
throughout the _ state. The 30-voice 
group is directed by Hubert Vance Tay- 
lor, of the seminary and of Central 
church, Atlanta. Outside South Caro- 
lina, the choir also sang in Gastonia, 
N. C., and in Savannah, Ga. 


Mid-West College People 
Discuss Relevance of Religion 

Park College (Mo.) recently was host 
to 100 faculay members and adminis- 
trators of Missouri, Kansas and Ne- 
braska colleges in a conference on 
“Religion and Higher Education.” ‘The 
conference was sponsored by the Rocky 
Mountain regional student YMCA and 
YWCA. In five workshops the rele- 
vance of the religious perspective to the 
humanities, to the social and natural 
sciences, to education, and to adminis- 
tration and personnel was examined. 
The keynote address was given by Albert 
C. Outler, 


professor of theology at 
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TUNE IN 


“CHRIST DOES HELP” 


SYNOD EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
IN FIVE SYNODS 


Spenkers for week of March 23 


SYNOD SPEAKER 
North Carolina Rev. W. R. Smith, Jr. 
Georgia Rev. J. Davison Philips 


Louisiana Rev. Clarence C. Elrod 
Rev. Alex W. Hunter 


Appalachia Rev. Samuel S. Wiley 


Tennessee 











Southern Methodist University, on ‘““The 
Spiritual Crisis of Our Culture.” 


Union Seminary Holds 
Conference on Vocation 

More than 100 college students, from 
Union Seminary’s supporting synods, 
met on the campus recently to face the 
meaning of the doctrine of Christian 
vocation as it applies to all legitimate 
occupations. Speakers included, Marcus 
J. Priester, Presbyterian, USA, director 
of Life Work, Philadelphia; John H. 
Ryder, New York, of the Norm Adver- 
tising Agency; Gerald Monsman, Balti- 
more professional man and Presbyterian 
elder; and John Bright, of the seminary 
faculty. 


Music Gets Emphasis 
On Davidson Campus 

James Christian Pfohl, director of 
music at Davidson College, recently con- 
ducted the Ohio All-State High School 
Orchestra in concerts at Wilmington 
College. Mr. Pfohl’s concert band 
at Davidson was scheduled to present a 
concert at the recent convention of the 
National Music Educators Conference in 
Philadelphia, along with the University 
of Michigan Concert band. . . . The 
college recently was host for the Wes- 
tern district solo and ensemble music 
contest for primary and _ secondary 
schools of North Carolina, scheduling 
215 separate events in an all-day affair. 
Twenty-nine schools were represented 
in the competition. 
the Eastern district 
held at Duke. 


At the same time 
competition was 


Park Students and Faculty 
Support World Student Fund 

World Student Service funds were 
raised by Park College students and fac- 
ulty in their recent fund-raising carnival 
and acution. The goal of $500 to hein 
displaced Polish men and women now 
in western yermany was. over-sub- 
scribed. Faculty services auctioned off 
included the dean’s invitation to two 
couples on a steak-fry, canoeing and 
swimming at Lake Waukomis on “the 
first warm, moonlight night.’? Another 
professor offered a dinner for eight. 
Others offered a Chinese meal, a picnic 
basket complete, a charcoal portrait and 
other features .... Religious Emphasis 
Week speaker at Park recently was Jo- 
seph Haroutunian, professor of syste- 
matic theology at McCormick Seminary, 
Chicago. 


ATS Alumna Has Board Position 


Miss Gertrude Seubold of Kansas 


City, Mo., has been appointed assistant 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style 

Book C36, Pulpit Apparel Style Book 

CP86. Ask for Budget Payment Plan. 
Confirmation Gowns — rental or sale 


E*R* MOORE COMPANY 


932 Dakin St. 11 West 42nd St. 
Chicago 13, til. 


New York 18, N.Y. 






















treasurer of the Board of National Mis. 
sions of the Presbyterian Church, USA. 
in New York. Miss Seubold has beep 
serving as West Central Area promotion 
secretary for the same board. After at- 
tending the Assembly’s Training Schoo] 
in Richmond, Va., she was a Sunday 
school missionary in Houston, Texas: 
then in Enid, Tulsa and Bartlesville. 
Okla. 


PICTURE-OF-THE-MONTH 


Cry, the Beloved 
Country 


This picture, released by Lopert Films 
Corporation, is a social document pre- 
senting a serious and compelling study 
of racial tensions and personal relation- 
ships in South Africa. To bring Alan 
Paton’s celebrated book to the screen 
was no easy task, but it has been satis- 
factorily achieved by a realistic treat- 
ment of plot and _ characterizations. 
Filmed in the farming plateaus of Natal 
where large agricultural enterprises are 
to be found near barely-thriving native 
villages, and in Johannesburg and the 
neighboring miserable shanty-towns, the 
picture encompasses all the situations ex- 
posed in the book. The old Zulu priest of 
the Anglican church leaves his village 
to go to the city to find his sister and his 
son. .Both have fallen into serious 
trouble and the discoveries he makes are 
shattering to his emotions, his self- 
respect and his faith. His greatest sor- 
row comes when he finds that his own 
son had a part in the murder of a man 
who had been a foremost champion of 
the colored race. The old priest finds a 
friend in the grieving and at first bitter 
father of the murdered man. 

In this strong adaptation of the novel, 
excellent character actors show people 
at their best and at their worst. The 
use of the local citizenry, who had 
never before acted, gives authenticity. 
Infinite pity is the thread holding the 
picture together. There are many 
heart-breaking episodes but no sentimen- 
tal touches to spoil a soul-stirring drama 
which explores the greatness of man’s 
soul and the depth of his suffering. 
For: Adults. 


*Rated by the 
Picture Council. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





a Fellowship of Many Followers 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 6, 1952 


John 15:1-9; Romans 16:1-7; Phil. 2:14-16. 


Our lessons for the preceding quarter 
have brought before us some of the 
early Jesus—men and 
women, sinners and saints, rich and 
poor, extroverts and introverts, a rabbi, 
woman, a tax-collector, a 
home physician—a varied 
company, agreeing only in one fact that 
they were able to find life’s fullest 
meaning only in Christ. We _ consider 
this week the nature of the Christian 
fellowship as a whole. It is 


followers. of 


a business 
maker, a 


1. AFellowship in Christ, John 15:1-9. 


Jesus set forth the nature of the re- 
lationship that existed between the dis- 
ciples and himself under the imagery of 
a vine—‘“‘I am the vine, you are the 
branches.’’ It may be that the language 
was suggested by a vine trailing across 
the window of the room where they had 
eaten the Last Supper, or by the golden 
vine of the temple gate, or by the vines 
on the slopes of Olivet. In any case the 
first idea which Jesus had wished to 
present by means of this allegory is 
that he and his disciples together form 
one whole, neither complete without the 
other. 

We draw our spiritual life—inspira- 
tion, strength, knowledge, faith, hope, 
love, forgiveness, all we need—from 
Jesus. On the other hand Jesus bears 
his fruit in the werld through us. In his 
own visible person and by his own hands 
and words he could no longer extend 
his kingdom on earth. He was to con- 
tinue to fulfill God’s purpose among 
men no longer in his own person but 
through his disciples. They were not to 
be his branches, the medium through 
which he could express all the life that 
was within him, his love for man, his 
purpose to lift and save the world. Not 
with his own lips any longer was he to 
tell men of holiness and of God, not 
with his own hand was he to dispense 
blessing to the needy ones of earth, but 
his disciples were now to be the sym- 
pathetic interpreters of his goodness 
and the unobstructed channels through 
which he might still pour out upon men 
all his loving purpose. As St. Teresa put 
it: “Christ has no body now on earth 
but yours; no hands but yours, no feet 
but yours; yours are the eyes through 
which is to look out Christ’s compas- 
sion to the world, yours are the feet 
with which he is to go about doing 
good, and yours are the hands with 
which he is to bless us now.” 

But if this end is to be reached, there 
are conditions to be fulfilled. Over and 
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over Jesus repeats the thought, ‘‘Abide 
in me and [ in you,” as if by repeated 
iteration he would impress this one fun- 
damental condition upon the minds of 
his disciples. Some expositors think that 
both parts of the sentence are impera- 
tive—abide in me and see to it that I 
abide in you.”’ There are more, however, 
who hold that the last clause is a pro- 
mise, dependent upon the fulfillment of 
the first condition: ‘‘Abide in me and |, 
in return, will abide in you.” 

But what does it mean to abide in 
Christ, and how does Jesus abide in us? 
Marcus Dods puts it in this way: 


“Maintain your belief in me and your 
attachment to me, your derivation of 
hope, aim and motive from me, and I 
will abide in you, filling you with all 
the life you need to represent me on 
earth. All the divine energy you know to 
be in me will pass through you.” “A sec- 
ond condition which throws light on the 
first is found in the 7th verse—if ye 
abide in me and my words abide in 
you. Jesus wishes to make known to 
his own by this change of expression 
that it is the constant remembrance of 
and habitual meditation upon his words 
which is the condition on which he will 
be able continually to make his strength 
dwell in them and act through them 


A third condition which further helps 
to explain the first is found in vs. 9— 
it is the same truth stated in different 
form—‘‘abide in my love.’”’ Jesus pro- 
ceeds to tell us very plainly just how it 
is that we can dwell in his love—‘‘if you 
keep my commandments you will abide 
in my love.” And there is one command- 
ment in particular which he has in mind, 
for vs. 12 explains, “This is my com- 
mandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you.” 

What follows if we fail thus to abide 
in Christ? In that case, says Jesus, there 
will be no fruit. “‘As the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in me... apart from me you can 
do nothing.’’ Nothing, that is, to the 
glory of God. 


“Something of course can be made of 
life apart from Christ. A man may have 
much enjoyment, and men may do much 
good apart from Christ. . But the 
best uses and ends of human life cannot 
be attained apart from him... . Christ 
holds the key to all that is most per- 
manent in human endeavor, to all that 
is deepest and best in human character. 
Only in him can we take our place as 
partners with God in what he is really 
doing in the world.” 


But Jesus goes further than this. He 


says in vs. 6: “If a man does not abide 
in me, he is cast forth as a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire and burned.”’ Jesus 
is speaking of those professors of the 
gospel who, while being outwardly uni- 
ted to him, are nevertheless inwardly 
separated from him. And the reference 
is to their rejection at the final judg- 
ment. 

What follows if we maintain a vital 
union with Christ? (1) Fruitfulness, vs. 
5. Just what this fruit is we are nov 
told, but Paul has given us a partial list 
in Galatians 5:22-23. It is a fruit which 
abounds to the glory of God (as re- 
vealed in vs. 8) and to the good of our 
fellowmen (vss. 12-13). (2) Success in 
prayer, vs. 7. “‘Ask whatever you will,” 
says Jesus, ‘“‘and it shall be done for 
you.”’ But as has been pointed out, “if 
we abide in him, we will not request 
anything that is contrary to God’s will.” 
We learn how to pray, and to draw on 
the infinite reservoirs of God’s strength 
in our own life and in the life of others 
only as we abide in Christ and his 
words abide in us. (8) Abiding joy. 
“These things I have spoken to you, that 
my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be full.”” We are tempted to 
seek happiness in the fruits of sin, or 
in the good things of this world apart 
from God, but the joy that abides, the 
highest joy that man can know, is the 
joy that is rooted in right relationships 
with God through Jesus Christ. (4) Tho 
friendship of Jesus. “You are my 
friends,’”’ said Jesus, ‘“‘if you do what I 
command you.” All that we can desire in 
this life or in the next are included in 
these words. 

For further consideration: What are 
the things which prevent his life from 
sweeping more powerfully through our 
own lives. What is it that blocks the life- 
giving sap from flowing more freely in 
our veins? What fruit are we now bear- 
ing for him? What fruit might we bear? 

The Christian fellowship is a fellow- 
ship in Christ; it is also 


II. A Fellowship of Many Followers 
Romans 16:1-7 Phil. 2:14-16 


This truth has been abundantly il- 
lustrated in our lesssons during the past 
quarter, as indicated in our introductory 
statement. It is illustrated again in the 
brief passage taken from the closing 
chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
In this chapter Paul mentions by name 
thirty-seven of his fellow-workers and 
refers to a number of others. Our lesson 
text brings before us a sampling only. 

“TI commend to you our sister Phoebe, 
a deaconess of the church at Cenchreae, 
that you may receive her in the Lord as 
befits the saints, and help her in what- 
ever she may require from you, for she 
has been a helper of many and of my- 
self as well.’”’ This is all we know about 
Phoebe; she is not mentioned elsewhere 
in the Bible; but there have been many 
such faithful and devoted women work- 
ing in the church in every age; and 
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without such women the church would 
falter in its task. 

The name Phoebe belonged to a pagan 
deity, and indicates that she was reared 
in a pagan home, becoming a Christian 
only in mature life. She had become a 
deaconess in the church at Cenchreae, 
which was the port of Corinth, one of 
the bustling commercial cities of the 
Roman Empire. The word “servant” in 
the King James version is the feminine 
of the word translated “deacon” else- 
where in the Scripture, and is there- 
fore properly translated as “deaconess’”’ 
in the Revised Standard Version. This 
is the first use of the word in the New 
Testament, but reference to the office 
continues through the second century. 
Apparently these women ministered in 
various ways to other women, who were 
kept in stricter conclusion in that day 
than in our modern life. Phoebe, it 
seems, was moving to Rome. Paul took 
the occasion to send a letter (our Epis- 
tle to the Romans) by her hand to the 
Christian congregation in that city, and 
to commend Phoebe herself to the fel- 
lowship of the church 
our letter of transfer). 


(equivalent to 


“IT commend to you our sister Phoebe 
’ She is not Paul’s sister accord- 
ing to the flesh, but his spiritual sister, 
and also theirs. Jesus had once said, 
“Whoever does the will of God is my 
brother and sister and mother” (Mark 
4:35). Perhaps because of these words 
members of the early church regarding 
themselves as members of a single fam- 
ily. They were brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Members of some of our pre- 
sent-day churches still refer to one an- 
other as Brother Jones and Sister Smith. 
Presbyterians do not follow this custom, 
perhaps, because we know that such 
usage tends to become a meaningless 
form. If any church however fails te 
promote true brotherhood it is falling 
short of the New Testament ideal. 


“T commend to you our sister Phoebe, 








Capmrionte 


Often men and women name 
an inexperienced individual to 
be executor of their wills, and 
thus risk costly mistakes, 


Virginia Trust Company has 
faithfully served the people 
of Virginia as the experi- 
enced executor, guardian and 
trustee for 60 years. We cor- 
dially invite your inquiry. 


Virginia Trust Company 
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that you may receive her in the Lord 
as befits the saints.’’ This word “saint” 
is Paul’s favorite word for a follower 
of Christ. As used by him it means a 
person separated in some sense from 
the world and separated (or conse- 
crated) in some true sense unto God 
through Christ. Paul does not explain 
how it befits such consecrated folk to 
receive a sister in the Lord, but they 
evidently knew. As our modern churches 
grow in numbers it is a matter to which 
we need to give careful attention. The 
church is more than a congregation of 
worshippers; it is a fellowship, a bro- 
therhood of men and women bound tu 
one another because of their common 
bond in Christ. 

‘Receive her,’ says Paul, ‘‘and help 
her in whatever she may require from 
you, for she has been a helper of many 
and of myself as well.’”’ We do not know 
what help Phoebe required of the 
church in Rome. We do know that this 
church in the early Christian centuries, 
in addition to the spiritual help which 
it afforded, also supplied the material 
wants of its members: it fed the hun- 
gry, cared for widows and orphans, 
ministered to prisoners and captives, en- 
tertained strangers and provided for the 
unemployed. Says one historian: 


“The humble, the oppressed, the toil 
ing, the persecuted were being knit to- 
gether .... by the kindly deeds of her 
people. The world has never fully ap- 
preciated the contribution made by the 
social service of the church towards its 
catholicity and its victory. Here was 
a humble, but mighty leaven working 
from beneath, and from within, in the 
world of poverty, of need, of paganism 
in the Pre-Constantine Empire.” 

Says H. M. Gwatkin: 

“In the whole range of history, there 
is no more striking contrast than that 
of the Apostolic churehes with the 
heathenism around them. They had 
shortcomings enough it is true 5 
Yet we can see that their fulness of life 
and hope and promise for the future was 
a new sort of power in the world. With- 
in their own limits they had solved al- 
most by the way the social problems 
which baffled Rome and baffle En- 
rope still. They had lifted woman to her 
rightful place, restored the dignity of 
labor, abolished beggary, and drawn the 
sting of slavery. The secret of the re- 
volution is that the selfishness of race 
and class were forgotten in the supper 
of the Lord, and a new basis for society 
found in love of the visible image of 
God in men for whom Christ died.” 


Paul commends Phoebe to the church 
in Rome; he proceeds to send greetings 
to a number of the workers in the 
church whom he knows by name. First 
of all, Prisca, (short for Priscilla) and 
Aquila. This devoted couple, husband 
and wife, were artisans, tent makers by 
trade, whom Paul first met in Ephesus, 
and whose home became an assembly 
place for the Christians of the city (I 
Cor. 16:19). Now they are in Rome: and 
once again their home has become the 
gathering point for a Christian congre 
gation. Paul says that all Gentile 


churches owe them a debt of gratitude, 
Apparently their labors were far wider 
and far more important than the brief 
record indicates. That is borne out by 
Paul’s enconium, “My fellow-workers ip 
Christ.” A brief hint indicates the ex. 
tent to which they were ready to carry 
out their service. They “risked their 
necks for my life,’’ says Paul. What ex. 
actly he is inferring to we do not knoy, 
It may have been on some occasion when 
Paul's life was threatened by the mob, 
At one time or another they had pro- 
tected him at the risk of their own lives, 

We can only conjécture what lies back 
of the greetings which follow. There igs 
Epaenetus, beloved of Paul, and Mary 
“who has worked hard among you”; 
and Andronicus and Junias, fellow-Jews 
(the meaning here of kinsmen) and also 
fellow-prisoners—men who like Pay 
had been imprisoned for their faith, 
men whose Christian faith antedated 
that of Paul, and who were men of note 
among the apostles, used here in its 
wider sense, meaning men dedicated to 
the spread of the gospel; and the others 
mentioned by Paul in the verses that 
follow. Men and women like these have 
built up the church through the ages 
and have transmitted the gospel from 
one generation to the next. There are 
some such today in every thriving 
church. 

But there were also men and women 
in the New Testament church who 
needed to be reminded of their Christian 
responsibility. Paul is addressing him- 
self to such a group in Philippi. He re- 
minds them that they are living ‘‘in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse gene- 
ration’’—a generation that was twisted 
in its thinking and had taken the wrong 
turn of the road. In such an environ- 
ment it was their dut,, to “shine like 
stars in a dark world,” according to 
Moffatt’s suggestive translation. They 
were to be points of light, guiding man- 
kind in their search for truth and right. 
They could carry out this mission how- 
ever if they give way to bad temper and 
strife. More positively, they were to 
“hold fast the word of life (a_ better 
translation than “hold forth,’’) so that 
in the day of Christ I may be proud that 
I did not run in vain or labor in vain.” 
In other words, they were to maintain 
their hold upon the principles of the 
gospel as preached by Paul and the 
other apostles of Christ. And that brings 
us back to the words of Jesus with 
which we began our study. Christians 
can bear fruit in the world, they can 
shine like stars in a dark world, which 
has lost its sense of direction, only as 
they abide in Christ’s words, and su- 
premely in his commandment to “love 
one another as I have loved you” (JD. 
15:12). 


Lesson commentary based on “Inter- 
national Sunday Schoo] Lessons: The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching,” copyrighted, 1952, by the Di- 
vision of Christian Education, National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U. S. A. (Seripture quotations are from 
the Revised Standard Version.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE GREEN MADONNA. By C. E. 
L’Ami. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. 302 pp-, $3.75 

This is a story of struggle for justice 
against corrupt and rich Roman Cath- 
olicism in England of the fifteenth cen- 
tury and contains interesting discussions 
of the social, economic, and religious 
problems of that day. Since the charac- 
ters become involved in murder, adven- 
ture, romance, and mystery, there is 
never a dull moment. 

However, every Christian reader will 
be disappointed and distressed that the 
hero, on trial at the climax of the book, 
instead of witnessing to a Biblical faith, 
condemns the Scriptures as ‘‘fantastic, 

. incredible, . . . unbelievable,” and 
declares that Christian philosophers de- 
rived the doctrine of the Trinity from 
reading Plato, and of the Creator says, 
“The sun is the God, and the earth is 
the goddess. Between them they breed 
the creatures of this world.’’ He con- 
cludes with an agnostic pantheism, that 
people, like ‘‘the flowers and the plants 
and the herbage of the fields,’ should 
turn “to the light—to the sun and the 
good air!” 

It is surprising that this book should 
be the winner of the Westminster Award 
for Fiction given by the Westminster 
Press, when the central character is a 
man who presents a message of toler- 
ance based on rejection of Christian 
faith and acceptance of nature worship. 

ALICE JONES 
(Mrs. W. M.) THOMPSON 
Richmond, Va. 





YOU CAN PREACH. By G. Ray 
Jordan. Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York. 256 pp., $2.50. 

This is a book for those who have 
felt the call to preach, and desire to 
excell in the pulpit. The author draws 
upon his own wide and rich experience 
as preacher and teacher in his dis- 
cussion of the supreme importance of 
preaching, and the practical questions 
relating to building and delivering the 
sermon. This is a timely book, with a 
challenging and inspiring message for 
all who are endeavoring to preach ef- 
fectively the glorious Gospel of Christ. 
The title of the book is well chosen. 
rhose who read it will find it stimula- 
ting, and rich in valuable suggestions, 
quotations and illustrations. 


EDWARD M. NESBITT. 
Somerville, Tenn. 


RIDE THE WILD HORSES. 
Wallace Hamilton. Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York. 160 pp., $2.50. 

Employing a subtitle of, ‘““The Chris- 
tian Use of Our Untamed Impulses,” this 
Popular St. Petersburg, Fla., pastor here 
offers a volume of interesting and chal- 
lenging sermons on the constructive use 
of the deepest drives of personality: 
anger, sex, fear, the desire to dominate, 
ete. These topical sermons were doubt- 


By J. 
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less heard with great interest by the 
crowds attending the famous drive-in 
church. They also read well and there- 
fore will be stimulating and helpful to 
many others. 


I LED 3 LIVES. By Herbert A. Phil- 
brick. McGraw-Hill Book Co., New 
York. 323 pp., $3.50. 

This is the fascinating and moving 
story of Herb Philbrick who worked as 
a counterspy for the FBI in penetrating 
the Communist movement in this coun- 
try, leading up to his decisive part in 
the conviction of 11 top Communists in 
Judge Medina’s court in New York. 

Philbrick’s idea about what the aver- 
age citizen can do against communism 
is interesting: 


“The most important single thing is 
to avoid behaving the way a Communist 
says the individual must behave in a 
capitalist society. If the Communist 
had his way, he would force all non- 
Communists to the extreme right, to- 
ward fascism and state control. The 
Communist seeks by every means to 
create a split in our society, to provoke 
class hatreds and intense conflict. All 
capitalist governments, the Communist 
is taught, inevitably become states of 
fascist oppression, thus creating the de- 
mand for a violent revolution as the 
only possible cure. 


“However, if we do not behave in 
that manner, we will contribute to the 
downfall of communism. If we adhere 
to our traditional American dream of a 
society of freedom, of personal rather 
than state responsibility, of individual 
as well as collective intelligence, and of 
civil rights rather than rigid civil con- 
trols, then we will have disproved the 
Communist theory of the inevitability 
of capitalist deterioration. . 


“The Communist depends upon 
hatred, uncertainty, and fear. . . . The 
best answer for that is reaffirmation of 
the faith that ours is a nation and we 
are a people founded upon belief in God 
and the sanctify of each individual. 
Therein lies our strength. The Com- 
munist believes only in the strength and 
the will of the party. We believe that 
the strongest nation is the one which 
has the greatest possible individual 
freedom. But there can be no individ- 
ual freedom without equivalent individ- 
ual responsibility.” 

A. N. B. 


DON’T THINK ABOUT IT. By Car- 
mel Myers, Doubleday & Co., New York. 
60 pp., $1.50. 

This is the personal account of a 
woman who, in search of comfort for 
a crushing grief, deliberately by-passed 


faith and found solace in her own “‘boot- 


strap’”’ philosophy of ‘“‘just don’t think 
about your tragedy.” The book is 
pathetic; a waste of time and money 
for a sincere Christian. 

BEN L. ROSE 
Bristol, Va. 


THE POCKET WILLIAM LAW. 
idited by Arthur W. Hopkinson. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 169 pp., 
$2.00 

This little book will be a help to all 
who are of a meditative, mystic and the- 
ological turn of mind. It is a modern 


abridgment of three of the lesser known 
works of William Law, the great relig- 
ious leader of the eighteenth century, 
who influenced John Wesley and the 
Oxford Movement. It is skillfully dons 
to preserve the original language and 
force of the author’s thought. William 
Law is best known for his classic “A 
Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life.” 
The books herein abridged are the 
“Treatise on Christian Perfection,” ‘‘Ap- 
peal to All That Doubt”’ and “‘The Spirit 
of Prayer.’’ 
JAMES SPRUNT 

Raleigh, N. C. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





Local 
Westmins- 


Leadership Education in the 
Church. Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 
ter Press, Philadelphia, $2.75. 

Tradition, Freedom and the _ Spirit. 
Daniel Jenkins. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $3.00. 

Of Little Patients. Renee Zindwer. John 
Knox Press, Richmond. $1.95. 

The Baptism of a Child. Gift Booklet. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 50 cents, 
paper. 

Westminster Historical Maps of Bible 
Lands. Edited by G. Ernest Wright and 
Floyd V. Filson. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. $1.00, paper. 

Manuel, a Little Boy of Mexico, Jeanette 
Perkins Brown. Friendship Press, N. Y. 
85 cents. 

Origins of the New South. C. Vann 
Woodward, La. State University Press,. 
Baton Rouge,, La. $6.50. 

Return to Chesterton. 
Sheed & Ward, N. Y. $4.50. 

lHiow to Help an Alcoholic, Clifford J. 
Earle. The Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. $1.50. 

Living With Our Children. 
Gilbreth. W. 
$3.00. 

Moral and Spiritual Values in Education. 
William Clayton Bower. University of 
Ky. Press, Lexington, Ky. $3.50. 

The Penningtons. Basil Partridge. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. $3.00. 

Interpreting the New Testament. Archi- 


Maisie Ward. 


Lillian M. 
W. Norton & Co., Inc., N. Y. 


bald M. Hunter. Westminster Press, 
Phila. 2.50. 
Satan. Bruno de Jesus-Marie. Sheed & 


Ward, N. Y. $5.50. 

The Green Madonna. C. E. L’Ami. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. $3.75. 

A Catholic Speaks His Mind. Thomas 
Sugrue. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $1.00. 

Inspirational Talks for Women’s Groups, 
Florence Kerigan. Standard Publishing 
Co., Cincinnati. 85 cents, paper. 

From Frontier to Frontier. Hermann N. 
Morse. Board of Christian Education, 
Presbyterian Church, USA, Philadelphia. 
$1.25, paper. 

I Led 3 Lives. Herbert A. Philbrick. 
McGraw-Hill, New York, $3.50. 

Ride the Wild Horses. J. Wallace Hamil- 
ton. Fleming H. Revell, New York. $2.50. 

God Spake by Moses. Oswald T. Allis. 
Presbyterian & Reformed Publishing Co., 
Philadelphia. $2.00, 

The Tentmaker. 
hart & Co., N. Y. 


Julius Berstl. 
$3.50. 


Rine- 
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WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 








MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Robert W. Rayburn, of Alexander 
Meml. church, Decatur, Ga., has 
cepted a call to Cook’s Meml. church, 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Paul F. the Bed- 
ford-Central Brooklyn, N. Y., 
to 5 Fulton Place, Fair Lawn, N. J. 

Warren B. Gaw, Lebanon, Ky., 
accepted a call to the York, S. C., church 
effective March 26. 

Samuel D. Maloney, completing his 
work at Union Seminary, Richmond, 
Va., will become pastor at Red Springs, 
N. C., April 3. 

F. E. King, Anson, Texas, has become 
pastor of the USA 141 
St., Atlanta, Texas. 

Archie C. Graham, formerly of Lyn- 
don, Ky., the Hebron 
church, Route 2, Shepherdsville, Ky. 

George Wallace Doherty, 
been pastor of the Woodside 
church, Troy, N. Y. 
West church, New 
1707 Lucerne Way. 

J. Eade Anderson, Waynesboro, Ga., 
is now taking post-graduate work at 110 
Newhaven Rd., Edinburgh 6, Scotland. 

Frank Baker, missionary to Brazil, is 
on furlough at Mission Court, Richmond 
27, Va. 

Maynard C. Woltz, formerly of the 
Independent Fundamental Churches of 
America, has become pastor of the 
Clothier, W. Va., church. 

W. J. Boyd from New Bern, N. C., 
209 Oak St., Dyersburg, Tenn. 

R. M. Lemly from Paris, 
Charleston, Miss. 

H. P. J. L’heureux, Georgetown, S. C., 
has become pastor of Northside church, 
Baton Rouge, La., 2207 Hiawatha St. 

J. M. McChesney, retired, from Ashe- 
ville, N. C., 305 Rd., 
Bristol, Va. 

W. L. Merrin 
Lyerly, Ga. 

QO. A. Sanden, Minneapolis, Minn., has 
been dismissed to the USA Presbytery 
of St. Paul, in order that he might ac- 
cept a call the Warrendale 
St. Paul, Minn. 

W. Cc. (Smiley) Williams 
Slocum, N. Y., to 3303 Sandiago 
Tampa 6, Fla., U. S. Army. 

Jos. L. Spears from Conroe, Texas, 
824% N. 
Calif. 

J. H. Magee from Spring Hill, La., 
Carthage, Miss. 

Flynn V. Long, Jr., senior and fellow- 
ship-winner at Austin Seminary, is to be 
the assistant minister, First 
Midland, Texas. 

E. L. Stoffel, Maxton, N. C., will ex- 
change pulpits, June through August, 
with James Bremner, being at 13 Dry- 
den Place, 
Scotland. 

J. Hayden Laster from Milan, Tenn., 
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Las Plumas, Hollywood 38, 


to 
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Newington, Edinburgh 9, 


to 725 Cumberland Ave., Harriman, 


Tenn 


DEATHS 

H. W. W.. Allen, Bridgeport, 
Texas, died February 22. A native of 
Dublin, Ireland, Mr. Alien was pastor 
of the North Ft. Worth, Texas, church 
until his retirement in 1941, when ne 
moved to 


7.) 
fo 


Bridgeport. 


USA SE&A 
Clifford Karle, who for the past four 
years 


Social 


has been of 
in the 


Christian 


associate secretary 
Education and Action 
USA, Board 


Presbyterian, of 


Education, has been named secret 
succeeding Paul N. Poling. 


STATED CLERK 

Malcolm B. Koehler, 105 Neely’s Ben 
Rd., Madison, Tenn., is the new State 
Clerk of Nashville Presbytery, succeed 
ing Goodridge A. Wilson. 


MODERATOR 


G. Johnstone Jeffrey, retired fre 
Sherbrooke-St. Gilbert’s, Glasgow, af 

43 in the ministry, has beg 
named Moderator-Designate (equivalep 


to election) of the Church of Scotlang 


years 





THE EYES OF THE 
ASSEMBLY 
ARE UPON THIS 
REMARKABLE COLLEGE 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 


Red Springs, N. C. 


FLORA MACDONALD 
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A liberal arts 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


1952 


college for men 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 











Student Union Building 





@ AUSTIN COLLEGE ®@ 


A source of distinguished Christian 
leadership continuously since 1849, 


and worthy of your support. 
W. B. GUERKANT, President 


SHERMAN 
TEXAS 








OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 


As 
fares 
Negro 


fares Stillman, 
our work with 
people. 


so 


the 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 


e@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
{n your will? 

eWhy not send your per- 
;onal contribution, today? 


Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 
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Write for catalog. 


ENROLL NOW FOR 
FALL SESSION—College or Preparatory Department 
SUMMER SCHOOL—College or Preparatory Department 
Educational Excellence. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Box 


Christian Emphasis. 


B—R Maxton, N. C. 
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